Warfare (2025) - A Screenwriter's Breakdown for Educators

“Warfare” (2025), written by Ray Mendoza and Alex Garland, is a stripped-down, high-tension
war thriller based on Mendoza’s real-life experiences as a U.S. Navy SEAL during the Iraqg War. It
blends tight, choreographed action sequences with internal conflict and emotional realism.
More than just a military shootout, this script explores the weight of duty, trauma, and what it
means to follow orders when the mission's meaning becomes unclear.

Key Themes for Screenwriters and Educators:
1. Minimalist Dialogue, Maximum Impact:

The screenplay uses clipped, tactical dialogue that suits the military setting. Emotions are
implied through silence and subtext.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Keep dialogue efficient in high-pressure scenes.

- Let body language speak louder than words.

2. War as a Moral Arena:

The characters struggle with ethical gray zones in real time. There are no neat answers, only
hard decisions.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Highlight internal conflict without spelling it out.

- Let the viewer feel the moral weight of action.

3. Cinematic Tactical Precision:

Action is written with rhythmic, visual economy. Combat sequences are easy to follow and
grounded in logic.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Break action into clear beats.

- Visual clarity heightens suspense.



4. Emotional Aftermath Without Monologues:

Post-trauma isn't explained—it’s shown through behavior. The emotional core lies in subtle,
reactive moments.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Use restraint when showing grief or shock.

- Trust the actor and the director.

5. Global Conflict with Ground-Level Focus:

Even with international stakes, the script stays close to the soldiers. The story is personal,
emotional, and tightly contained.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Anchor wide-scale plots with a human POV.

- Intimacy enhances impact.

Legacy Potential:

“Warfare” positions itself as a visceral, emotionally grounded modern war film. Its clarity,
tension, and character-driven approach make it a strong educational resource for screenwriters
exploring realistic action, moral ambiguity, and efficient storytelling.
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