Wicked: For Good (2025) — A Screenwriter’s Breakdown for Educators

Wicked: For Good picks up after Elphaba has fully embraced her role as Oz’s most feared
fugitive, while Glinda rises as the polished public face of “goodness” under the Wizard’s regime.
The screenplay reframes the familiar Oz mythology as a political thriller in musical clothing,
exposing how propaganda, spectacle, and fear are weaponized to control a population.
Elphaba’s rebellion is no longer just personal; it’s ideological, as she fights to expose the
Wizard’s lies and protect the silenced Animals of Oz.

Parallel to this is Glinda’s moral crisis. Elevated, adored, and increasingly complicit, she discovers
that power without truth is its own kind of imprisonment. The script deepens their fractured
friendship into the emotional core of the story, showing how two women who love each other
deeply end up on opposite sides of history. Romance, loyalty, and ambition collide as Oz
marches toward a manufactured “happy ending” that hides systemic cruelty beneath glitter and
song.

Ultimately, Wicked: For Good is about legacy and choice. It interrogates who gets to write
history, how heroes are manufactured, and what it costs to be truly good in a world that
rewards obedience over integrity. The screenplay balances spectacle with political bite,
transforming a beloved fantasy into a cautionary tale about narrative control, moral
compromise, and the price of telling the truth.

Tone Breakdown

Primary Tone: Moral and Political Intensity

At its core, Wicked: For Good is serious, urgent, and ideological. Beneath the musical spectacle
is a story about power, propaganda, and the rewriting of truth. The screenplay treats Oz not as
fantasy escapism, but as a political system in crisis.

Secondary Tone: Reflective and Tragic

The script is steeped in hindsight. Characters act with the awareness that history is being
written around them -- often inaccurately. Choices feel heavy, irreversible, and haunted by
consequence.

Tertiary Tone: Operatic and Emotional

Emotion is large, stylized, and expressive, but never careless. Songs and heightened moments
serve character psychology and theme rather than interrupting them.



Undercurrent: Bittersweet and Ironic

The title itself signals the irony: “for good” means both morally righteous and permanently
altered. The tone acknowledges that growth often arrives wrapped in loss.

In short:

Intense, reflective, operatic, and bittersweet, with political gravity anchoring the spectacle.

Key Themes for Screenwriters and Educators:

1. Adapting Myth as Political Allegory

The screenplay reframes familiar fantasy elements as tools of governance and control.
Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Classic stories gain relevance when treated as systems, not fairy tales.

- Allegory works best when characters believe the myth they’re trapped inside.

2. Dual Protagonists, Diverging Arcs

Elphaba and Glinda evolve in opposite directions while remaining emotionally tethered.
Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Parallel arcs create richer moral conflict than hero-villain binaries.

- Let characters embody opposing responses to the same injustice.

3. Writing Songs as Narrative Engines

Musical numbers don’t pause the story; they advance it.

Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Songs should function like scenes with objectives, reversals, and consequences.

- Emotional clarity can coexist with thematic complexity.



4. Power Without Villainy

The Wizard’s greatest weapon isn’t cruelty -- it’s narrative control.
Screenwriting Takeaway:

- The most dangerous antagonists rarely think they’re evil.

- Systems make better villains than individuals.

5. Tragedy Without Defeat

The ending isn’t about winning — it’s about choosing integrity over comfort.
Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Resolution doesn’t require justice, only truth.

- Let consequences linger; audiences respect earned discomfort.

Legacy:

Wicked: For Good completes the story not as a fairy tale, but as a modern political tragedy. It
aligns itself with works like Cabaret, Children of Men, and V for Vendetta -- stories where
spectacle coexists with warning.

Rather than rehabilitating villains or sanctifying heroes, the screenplay interrogates how history
is manufactured and how moral clarity is often punished in real time and rewarded only in
retrospect.

For students and educators, Wicked: For Good stands as a rare example of blockbuster
storytelling with ideological spine -- proving that large-scale studio films can still ask
uncomfortable questions about power, complicity, and truth.
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