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REQUIRED READING: Sound of Falling (2025) Screenplay (8FLiX.com [free account required for downloads]). 

OPTIONAL READING: Persona (1966 - Ingmar Bergman), Aftersun (2022 - Charlotte Wells), The Mirror (1977 - Jafar Panahi). 

 

Logline 

A remote German farm harbors generations of secrets. Four women, separated by decades but 
united by trauma, uncover the truth behind its weathered walls. 

 

What This Screenplay Teaches 

Sound of Falling teaches that narrative does not have to move forward to move meaningfully. 
The screenplay constructs its story through recurrence, resonance, and embodied memory, 
allowing time to fold back on itself rather than progress. 

This is not a film about what happened. It’s about how what happened stays. 

By anchoring multiple lives to the same physical environment, the script demonstrates how 
place becomes an emotional archive. Absorbing trauma, confusion, longing, and awakening 
across decades. 

For screenwriters, this is a lesson in how structure can mirror psychology, and how meaning can 
emerge from pattern rather than plot. 

 

 

 



Discussion Topics 

• What makes a story coherent? 

• Can narrative be non-causal and still meaningful? 

• How place functions as memory 

• Childhood as an unstable state 

• The ethics of depicting innocence 

• Trauma without spectacle 

• When confusion is intentional 

• Feeling vs understanding 

 

Tone Breakdown 

Primary Tone: Lyrical Unease 

Poetic, quiet, and persistently unsettling. 

 

Secondary Tone: Sensory Melancholy 

Emotion arises from texture, sound, and physical presence. 

 

Tertiary Tone: Innocence Under Pressure 

Childhood is treated as vulnerable, not romantic. 

 

Undercurrent: Time as Violence 

Not sudden -- erosive. 

 

In short: 

Dreamlike, embodied, and quietly devastating. 



Screenwriting Takeaways 

• Causality is optional 

Emotional logic can replace linear logic. 

• Structure can be associative 

Meaning emerges from recurrence. 

• Place can be a protagonist 

Location holds memory. 

• The body remembers before the mind 

Sensation leads narrative. 

• Pattern creates coherence 

Repetition is not redundancy. 

• Not all stories explain themselves 

Some must be felt first. 

 

Legacy & Context 

Sound of Falling belongs to a lineage of sensory, memory-driven cinema like Persona, The 
Mirror, Beau Travail, The Souvenir, and Aftersun. These films treat identity not as a fixed arc, but 
as a shifting accumulation of experience. 

It also echoes traditions of European art cinema that reject narrative clarity in favor of 
emotional truth. This is cinema as atmosphere, as inheritance, as embodied memory. 

For writers, it expands the definition of what a screenplay can be: not a map, but a field. 

 

 

 

 

 



Critical Lens: What Works vs Where It Challenges Students 

🏳🏳 What Works 

Formal integrity 

• Structure mirrors subject. 

Sensory storytelling 

• Emotion is felt, not stated. 

Restraint 

• Nothing is over-explained. 

Atmospheric cohesion 

• Tone is unwavering. 

Embodied memory 

• Trauma lives in behavior, not dialogue. 

 

🏴🏴 Where it Challenges Students 

High interpretive demand 

• Some viewers will disengage. 

Minimal narrative anchors 

• Requires patience. 

Emotionally heavy 

• Offers little relief. 

Not easily summarized 

• This is experiential storytelling. 

 

 



Why This Screenplay Matters in Film Studies 

Most scripts teach how to tell stories. 

This one teaches how to create experiences. 

Sound of Falling expands the grammar of cinema and shows how narrative can function as 
memory, not report. 

 

Writing Exercise 

Write a two-page scene where: 

– Time is not specified 

– Backstory is forbidden 

– Meaning must emerge from repetition 

Then discuss how coherence changed. 
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