
Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens (2015) - A Screenwriter's

Breakdown for Educators

Directed by J.J. Abrams and written by Lawrence Kasdan, J.J. Abrams, and Michael Arndt, Star

Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens (2015) revitalized the franchise for a new generation while

honoring the legacy of the original trilogy. With new characters, familiar faces, and universal themes,

the film blends nostalgia with fresh storytelling.

Key Themes for Screenwriters and Educators:

1. Legacy and Mythology

Rey, Kylo Ren, and others navigate the weight of past legends and future responsibilities.

Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Link new arcs to past legacies to create emotional continuity.

- Explore how myth influences character identity and decisions.

2. Introducing New Characters with Purpose

Each major new character is introduced through action, stakes, and mystery.

Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Let characters define themselves through meaningful choices.

- Avoid exposition dumps; reveal character naturally.

3. The Power of Repetition with Variation

Echoes of A New Hope create familiar structure with modern twists.



Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Use classic frameworks to anchor new ideas.

- Reinvent archetypes while honoring their roots.

4. Emotional Payoff and Iconic Departures

Han Solo's death is a critical turning point for Kylo Ren and audience investment.

Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Major moments should serve character and theme.

- Legacy characters should be integral to the narrative.

5. Worldbuilding Through Character POV

Jakku and the Resistance base are introduced through personal, emotional lenses.

Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Worldbuilding is most effective when filtered through character experience.

- Keep exposition minimal and tied to narrative goals.

6. Passing the Torch

Themes of mentorship, identity, and belonging reflect the generational shift in protagonists.

Screenwriting Takeaway:

- Explore transitions and change through symbolic relationships.

- Use legacy figures to challenge and elevate new heroes.



Legacy:

The Force Awakens demonstrates how to relaunch a beloved story with charm, heart, and

reverence. For screenwriters, it's a study in emotional structure, reboot strategy, and character-first

storytelling.
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