Eddington (2025) — A Screenwriter’s Breakdown for Educators

Set in a fictional New Mexico town during the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Eddington traps a divided community under the same desert sun. Sheriff Joe Cross (Joaquin
Phoenix) clashes with Mayor Ted Garcia (Pedro Pascal) as fear, pride, and misinformation turn
public safety into civil war.

Aster trades his trademark horror for a slow-burning social thriller -- a film less about the virus
than the contagion of mistrust. Through confined spaces and uneasy silences, Eddington
explores how isolation magnifies identity and how leadership collapses under ideology.

For screenwriting students, it’s a tense, grounded case study in contained storytelling,
ideological subtext, and ensemble-driven escalation.

Key Themes for Screenwriters and Educators:
1. Contained Settings, Expanding Pressure

Nearly every scene takes place in the same few town locations -- the sheriff’s office, city hall, a
dusty street. Tension doesn’t need scope; it needs focus.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Use spatial confinement to intensify moral conflict.

- Let limited settings drive interpersonal proximity and pressure.

2. Ideology as Character

Sheriff Cross and Mayor Garcia aren’t simply men in opposition -- they are belief systems
colliding. The script humanizes both, refusing easy answers.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Give political conflict a face -- and a heart.

- Avoid caricature; let conviction clash with conscience.



3. The Sound of Silence

Dialogue in Eddington cuts like small talk turned landmine. The absence of score heightens
tension, turning each pause into a threat.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Silence is not dead air; it’s anticipation.

- Let subtext vibrate in the quiet between lines.

4. Pandemic as Psychological Pressure

Rather than sensationalize the pandemic, Aster uses it as a stage for moral panic and paranoia.
The result feels universal, not topical.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Use real events as emotional metaphors, not historical reenactments.

- Isolation and fear are timeless tools for tension.

5. Small Town, Big Mirror

Eddington is about America -- not as a place, but as a performance of ideals cracking under
pressure.

Screenwriting Takeaway:
- Treat your setting as thesis.

- The more specific the world, the broader the resonance.

Legacy:

Eddington joins In the Heat of the Night and Wind River as a distinctly American morality tale --
where law, power, and identity collide under heat and pressure. Ari Aster proves that horror
doesn’t need monsters; it just needs a divided town and too much silence.



© 2025

8FLiX Institute

545 King St., West

Toronto, ON., Canada M5V 1M1
+1(647) 317-9057

8flix.com

Screenplays
Teleplays
Transcripts

8FLiX




